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Not-So-Secret Ballot 
 
We have been besieged with emails over the last few days about how Parliament 
should vote on the EU Budget - the one where David Cameron was successful in 
persuading other EU leaders to cut a bit. However the substance of these emails is not 
about the finance itself but outrage over the proposal of the German Socialist 
President of Parliament that the vote should be taken in secret. Generally these 'mass 
spam' contacts are deleted as quickly as they arrive but this one does have a point. The 
President's suggestion was disgraceful and a fundamental denial of the rights of 
constituents to know how their elected representatives voted. British Conservatives 
have been at the forefront of the resistance to this ploy - "to prevent undue pressure on 
certain MEPs to vote for the cuts" when some parties really want to press for an 
increase! - and we used every measure possible to defeat it. 
 
The Budget 
 
Whilst we were successful in preventing the "secret ballot", that was not the case with 
the budget itself. Parliament voted overwhelmingly to reject the compromise so 
painstakingly produced by EU leaders and thus the debate will continue. But, just for 
the record, Conservative MEPs supported the reductions in the Budget, whilst Liberal 
and UKIP - yes, UKIP - MEPs voted against any reductions! 
 
Israel 
 
The President of Israel, Shimon Peres, was an honoured guest of the Parliament last 
week and addressed a full plenary session. Politically, he is long in the tooth and his 
'tour d'horizon' of the Middle East was comprehensive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



He missed few tricks in plugging Israel's case but he glossed over some of the 
important factors in the "Peace Process" - not least how a two-state solution for Israel 
and Palestine was going to work when the new illegal settlements would take over 
East Jerusalem and divide what remains of Palestine in two. I do hope that President 
Obama's forthcoming visit to Israel elicits a more rational and pliable response from 
the new Government - but I doubt it. 
 
Fractious MPs 
 
I am becoming increasingly irritated by the antics of some Tory MPs in relation to the 
Prime Minister. Do they not remember, and understand, the damage done to John 
Major’s Government by the constant sniping, division and self-indulgent attacks on 
the leadership? – and it is happening all over again. I am not suggesting they should 
change their views but they should keep them in the family rather than plaster them 
all over the media. Anybody can get publicity by attacking one’s own Party but, in the 
end, the electorate only despise the disloyalty. The result is what it is always – defeat 
at the next election. 
 
Papal Election 
 
As I write, the Papal Conclave at the Vatican is just starting and we will all know the 
result of the deliberations by the time this reaches you. But the mixture of tradition, 
mysticism and raw politics is a heady and absorbing confection and, in common with 
every other leadership contest, fascinates me. Could this be the oldest election process 
in history? 
 
Sellafield 
 
I made my annual visit to Sellafield recently and was brought up to speed on the new 
structure of the administration, the changes in technology, progress on 
decommissioning the former nuclear power station and the controversy over the 
Dangerous Waste disposal facility. The first three are largely success stories, often 
unsung, and I was pleased how much is being achieved. The last is causing some 
angst locally and I briefed myself first by discussing the issue with Cumbria CC 
Leader, Eddie Martin. It is a worrying state of affairs when an authority generally so 
supportive of the nuclear industry as Cumbria, feels so hostile towards a project which 
is vital and necessary to its future. I will do what I can to assist in its resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bentley 
 
Another successful operation in the North West welcomed me last week when I went 
to see Bentley Motors in Crewe. The first sight that greets you in the factory is a Rolls 
Royce "Merlin" engine, so famous in powering the legendary Spitfires and Lancasters 
of the last war, which was the original product of the Crewe location. Then the 
museum, redolent with the history of W.O.Bentley's magnificent cars. Pride of place 
is given to the oldest vehicle in the "fleet", the second made by "WO" himself, which 
has been restored to its original pristine condition and is taxed for current use. I 
confess that I was astonished to learn that nearly 90% of the current production of 
"Continentals" and "Mulsannes" is exported, surprisingly usually black or white in 
colour, and that in itself demonstrates what an important contribution this great 
company and its local workforce makes to the British economy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Votes.... Votes... Votes! 
 
We have just endured a mammoth voting session in the chamber, the like of which I 
have not experienced in my 14 years as an MEP. Two reports, one on the Common 
Agriculture Policy and the other on the EU Budget had nearly 1000 amendments 
attached to them and we were voting non-stop for nearly three hours. Wholly 
ridiculous, wholly contrary to Standing Orders, producing wholly irrelevant changes 
to one very bad report (CAP) and one less so. I raised a Point of Order to demand that 
the CAP report be sent back to Committee to be reduced, reformed and returned for 
proper consideration. I failed because the majority obsession with yet more spending 
over-rode the parliamentary procedure. And, sadly, the Vice-President conducting the 
session was so overcome with the pressure of such a long voting session that, when he 
left the Chair, he collapsed with a severe brain haemorrhage and his life is in danger. 
What a shambles! 
 
Job Interviews 
 
One of the more interesting aspects of membership of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
is the regular assessment and confirmation hearings that are conducted with aspiring 
or appointed Ambassadors who are to represent the EU in other countries. Whatever 
your view might be on this new and, arguably, unnecessary diplomatic cadre (known 
officially as the European External Action Service), it is fascinating and instructive to 
question the candidates and to explore their motivations and plans. This process is 
used also in Washington with Congress playing its part and I wonder whether it is 
something that we should be considering for Westminster and the Foreign Office. 
 



Pensby & Thingwall 
 
Another by-election on the Wirral, although not so successful as the last. But Sheila 
Clarke put up an energetic and committed fight and her team of supporters was most 
impressive! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


