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Harold Wilson said that a "week in politics was a long time" so the gap between my last Newsletter in March and this one has encompassed a sea change in political life. Who could have predicted the result of the General Election and the aftermath of a Conservative/Liberal coalition? More on that later.

Dulcie and I spent all the time from the Election Declaration to Polling Day on the Campaign trail. We made 64 constituency visits, covered over 4000 miles and met many of you involved in the important activities necessary in an election. Please access the LINK to see a photographic record of the "Grand Tour" and feel free to use any of the pictures. However, this was not about Atkins trekking round the region but rather a desire to support the Candidates - Parliamentary and Council - who were fighting the cause for the Conservative Party. We had some excellent results - Crewe, Lancaster & Fleetwood, Morecambe and Lunesdale, Weaver Vale, to name but four - but did very well to win back 9 others, not least my former constituency of South Ribble. At last, I can be described as the "first Tory MP for South Ribble" rather than the "only"! Thanks to everyone involved in the 13 victories and the nine "re-elections" in existing Seats.

But there must be a very special word of gratitude to all those who expected to win but did not, despite huge efforts, great commitment and (mostly) splendid organisations. Disappointment at failure to achieve victory is almost as bad as defeat. I know - I've been there. My advice is just like Fred Astaire's - pick yourself, dust yourself down and start all over again - after a break, of course! We need your talents and your energy and we cannot afford to lose you.

The local election results (LINK) were not quite as good as we had hoped and we have lost overall control in Barrow and Bury. The larger turnout of a General Election had its effect here and the position should not be irretrievable. Congratulations to all new and returning councillors.

So then, what conclusions do I draw from the national result?

1. David Cameron achieved a great success by winning 97 seats - the largest number since the 1930s - against a demographic bias in the make-up of the constituencies.

2. In our regional travels, I saw no evidence of a Liberal surge - except in Westmorland - and the results subsequently confirmed that.

3. We achieved a 4.98% swing in the North-West, enough to win us 13 new MPs but not enough to take all our target seats.

4. The organisation was surprisingly short of people on the streets, given the poll advantage that we have had for many months, but those who were involved were as committed as ever.

5. The national literature operation appeared to be working reasonably well and the quality was much improved on past efforts.

6. The problems of Merlin are still unresolved!

As to the new Coalition:

1. A minority Government would not have worked in the present climate of economic and fiscal crisis.

2. It was essential to spread the "burden of austerity" on to a majority of elected members if it is to be delivered across the country.

3. David Cameron set the tone, the agenda and the style of negotiations with consummate skill and determination.

4. If one of the results of this coalition of those committed to resolving Britain's economic difficulties is to marginalise the extremes of right and left in both the Conservative and Liberal Democrat parties, then I believe it is in the long-term interests of the nation and the Conservative Party.

5. Lines of communication to and from Conservative ministers, MPs (and MEPs!) must be radically overhauled and improved so as to avoid the inevitable charges of "being out of touch", which will come as surely as night follows day.

6. The media will look for every crack in the Coalition facade, for every MP who attacks the Government and for every dissident who is critical of the Party Leadership. In Attlee's immortal words about the troublesome Harold Laski, "a period of silence would be appreciated." 

In other words, give the Prime minister and his team a chance. In the interests of Britain, this Government must work, to give us all a hope of returning to a stable and successful economic position. If it does not, the alternatives are too frightening to contemplate. 
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