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Newsletter Edition 101 November 2013 
 
Leadership 
 
We have just had our Delegation Leadership elections, resulting in a surprise victory 
for Syed Kamall (London) over Richard Ashworth (SE). And Jacqui Foster is now 
Deputy Leader. This new team will take us into the European Elections next year and 
I wish them the best of luck. The key to our retaining three MEPs in the North West 
will be the effort that we all put in to support Kevin Beaty, our Cumbrian farmer, in 
the no.3 position. Part of that will be the postal vote operation and every Association 
should be working on that now. 
 
Gaza 
 
I was supposed to visit Gaza two weeks ago but, at very short notice, the Israeli 
authorities prevented a legitimate European Parliamentary Delegation from using the 
only viable crossing at Erez. This is a disgraceful restriction on MEPs, of various 
political parties and from various Member States, making a humanitarian inspection 
of facilities and funds provided by European taxpayers. We protested, the President of 
Parliament protested and Vice-President Cathy Ashton protested but to no avail. Israel 
was not listening. 
 
West Bank 
 
So we were confined to the West Bank where we had a number of meetings and visits 
arranged fairly quickly (!). We met the new Prime Minister, Dr Rami Hamdallah, and 
the Minister for Detainees, Issa Qarage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Prime Minister 



Both of them were pessimistic about any progress on Secretary Kerry's peace 
initiative. I pressed the PM on the urgent need for reconciliation between all the 
Palestinian political parties, if only to agree on early elections throughout the West 
Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza. He accepted my strictures but declared that Israel 
would never move on the vital issues of settlements and East Jerusalem. 
 
Sticking Points 
 
1. On the very day that Israel released 26 long-term prisoners - amidst predictable 
rejoicing by Palestinians - the Government announced the building of a further 1700 
new illegal settlements. They also arrested more than 26 new Palestinian "offenders", 
thereby negating the "humanitarian gesture" altogether. There are further proposals 
for about 5000 new settlements in the land - Palestinian land, mark you - between 
Jerusalem and the Dead Sea, thereby effectively dividing the West Bank into two 
halves. And no Government, Agency or Court lifts a finger to stop it. What price the 
two-state solution now? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Illegal Settlements 
 
2. Of the 5000 or so prisoners held by Israel under their own "military law"- thus 
avoiding the Geneva Convention and other International legal requirements - there are 
200+ children under the age of 17, most of them incarcerated with adults. And nearly 
100 very sick or terminally-ill detainees. We were told that some of the latter are 
being treated with drugs not yet passed for human consumption. i.e. as involuntary 
guinea pigs. This is wholly illegal and unacceptable. 
 
3. The Wall has almost completely cut off the West Bank from Israel and is the 
ultimate barrier to peace. Checkpoints - only for Palestinians, of course - prevail 
throughout and are often closed without notice. Traffic jams are endemic and side 
roads are blocked to cause maximum inconvenience. There is no likelihood of any 
improvement - indeed the situation is deteriorating daily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Wall 
 
And so it goes on. As long as there is a US President who will not take a firm stand, a 
Congress compliant with every Israeli request, a Knesset moving increasingly to the 



illiberal right, a so-called Quartet (USA, Russia, EU & UN) unprepared to make any 
controversial moves, the situation will continue indefinitely. I despair of progress. (To 
see my full report, please click here.) 
 
Sakharov Prize 
 
That remarkable young Pakistani girl, Malala Yousafzai, was awarded the highest 
honour for freedom by the European Parliament last week. You will recall that she 
was shot in the head on her school bus by the Taliban, merely because she spoke out 
in favour of female education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She is still only 16 years old and she performed in front of a full Parliamentary 
chamber like a star. She is very special and we all hope that her campaign will bear 
fruit. However, given that the Taliban have said that they will do it again if she returns 
to Pakistan, I am not overly optimistic. 
 
Parliamentary Assessment Boards 
 
I have been the "Parliamentary" assessor at a number of these Party Boards over the 
years and one or two quite recently. An amazing and wide-ranging number of people 
attend and are inspected, interrogated and put through their paces in front of us. They 
all want to be MPs for the Conservative Party and I admire their determination and 
commitment. I do sometimes question their sanity! 
 
Iceland 
 
I am the ECR Group's Rapporteur on Iceland's application to join the EU and visited 
the country last year. I have just learnt from the Icelandic authorities that the recently-
elected new Government has decided to withdraw the application pending a 
referendum to take the views of the people. When I was there, some confusion about 
any decisions was rife amongst the politicians that I met, and I suggested the very 
policy that they have now adopted - indeed was the only one there to do so. It comes 
as a pleasant surprise to discover that they have followed my advice. (It is also 
amazing how you can delude yourself if you try!) 
 
ECR Group 
 
We had a working Group session in Amsterdam a week or so ago and were briefed on 
a number of issues by luminaries such as the Governor of the Bank of the Netherlands 

http://www.sir-robertatkins.org/press-release/Palestine-Report


and the Chief Commissioner of Police. But what astonished me was the huge number 
of bicycles everywhere! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Abundance of Bicycles 
 
Visits 
 
With Anne Widdecombe and Fiona Bruce MP in Congleton and the Bow Group in 
Manchester. Both really enjoyable and productive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fiona Bruce MP      Manchester Bow Group 
 
 
 


