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An Enforced Break

My apologies for no newsletter last month but I was incapacitated with kidney stones 
and arthritis and "off games" for a week or two. Much better now and back in harness. 
It does remind you though of one's imminent mortality!

New Team

That all coincided with the completion of the selection process for your team of 
aspiring MEPs at next June's European Parliamentary elections. My congratulations to 
Jaqueline Foster and Saj Karim for topping the list and good wishes to everyone else 
who made the grade. I will still be actively involved and happy to help the campaign 
in any way that I can - alongside the local council elections in some of our regional 
boroughs.

Syria

Of course, the dominant political issue recently has been the Middle East in general 
and Syria in particular. Parliament has been in recess whilst most of the action has 
been going on but there was a debate in Strasbourg during which, you will not be 
surprised to learn, many disparate views were expressed, some solutions offered and 
absolutely no agreement reached on a course of action. Exactly the same as every 
other political forum.

The Aleppo Citadel in better days



As to the House of Commons debate, I would have travelled with the intention of 
voting against the motion, taken a look at the opponents and offered to abstain (!), and 
then let my head rule my heart and supported the Prime Minister. So you can see that 
I also have no easy answers to this complicated and dreadful problem. I do believe 
that David Cameron was wholly correct in summoning Parliament to express a view 
and was forceful and concise in his arguments. I think he exhibited statesmanship in 
his response to the defeat and subsequently set out to involve Britain in the resolution 
of the crisis, without military intervention. As a direct result of his leadership, the 
Presidents of both USA and France decided to consult their respective legislatures and 
the results have been somewhat less warlike. Not bad for a "little offshore island to 
whom nobody listens"!

I would urge the Prime Minister to keep up the public pressure on the cynical and 
shameful behaviour of Putin and his gang, exposing Russia's warped hostility toward
all things Western and complete intransigence in the face of Syria's use of chemical 
weapons. He could also take the lead in pressing for a peaceful resolution of this 
conflict by encouraging sensible leaders of sensible countries to form a natural and 
effective majority in favour of non-military action. And, incidentally, to think about a 
radical overhaul of the United Nations, which has shown itself completely unable to 
do what its founding charter set out for it, namely to act as a forum for the resolution
of inter-national conflict, not a source!

Palestine

There are, of course, other difficulties in the Middle East and the Committee on 
Palestine, of which I am a member, met recently to hear detailed assessments from 
various EU officials who look after our interests there. Those from Palestine/Gaza and 
Israel were most interesting - and depressing. Despite Mr. Kerry's attempts to restart 
talks between the two nations, "progress" has gone backwards, so to speak. 

New illegal settlements

Israel announced the building of further new illegal settlements on the West Bank, 
continues to blockade Gaza, preventing access/egress, and defies world opinion on the 
Palestinian child prisoners that are in her gaols. I hope to visit Gaza again next month, 
although, like last year, security considerations may make that impossible.



Reform of the EU

In the run-up to next year's elections and the consequent change of Commissioners as 
well as MEPs, there is much discussion about the need for "reform" of the institutions 
of the EU. You and I might think that reform should also imply renewal, reduction, 
radical overhaul etc. but that is certainly not the majority view of present 
Parliamentarians. They want more Europe, more centralisation, more spending, more
EU control, a closer union etc. etc.

Commission President Barroso

They simply do not understand the public concerns or, rather, are ignoring them, at a 
time when even the Governments of some of these MEPs recognise the need for 
change and reduction. It does make one despair.

Westmorland's PPC

I had the privilege last month of chairing the final selection procedure for the 
Parliamentary candidate in Westmorland & Lonsdale. About 70 members were 
present and, after a splendid buffet lunch, the aspiring PPCs were put through their 
paces. Everyone had hoped that there would be a large and varied application list, 
which was not the case, but the quality of the final shortlist of four was very high. 
Sitting alongside them and understanding only too well how they were feeling, I was 
in a quandary over who would win - not that I had a vote, of course. Eventually, after 
two counts, Dr. Ann Myatt was selected and will be a splendid and effective opponent 
for the over-active Tim Farron MP. I wish her all the luck she will need.

Windermere



Cheshire & Wirral Conference

I have also been asked to chair the Cheshire & Wirral Conference next year and I urge 
all local members to put the date (Jan 31st/Feb 1st) in their diaries. Donald Potter and 
his team organised a really excellent event last year and it was an example of what 
can be done by other parts of our region. And if you want to enjoy some politics and 
hear from good speakers and you live outside Cheshire & the Wirral, there is nothing 
to stop you coming as well.

Speaking at last year's event

See many of you at the Conference.


