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What Happened to Loyalty and Self-Discipline? 
 
The situation in the Conservative Parliamentary Party is now out of control. I have 
been a member of our party for over 50 years and I cannot ever recall a state of affairs 
where 116 MPs - including some of the "payroll" - voted against their own 
Government on the Queen's Speech. I have sat in the House of Commons as an MP 
for the most marginal constituency (29 votes!) and for a "safe" one and I have had 
disagreements and policy differences throughout my 18 years there. But I never - 
never - attacked my Prime Minister, my Government or Ministers in public and I 
never voted against my Party. I witnessed, at first hand, the calamitous effects of a 
small number of disloyal MPs upon the unity and purpose of a Conservative 
Government and the huge loss of seats - including my own - that resulted in 1997. I 
had hoped that, collectively, we had learnt a salutary lesson and that the traditional 
Conservative virtues of private disagreement but public loyalty would prevail. 
 
I was impressed and supportive of David Cameron's reasoned and sensible approach 
to the problems of EU membership and I still am. The policy has also been well -
received by the public and would have enhanced the status of the Prime Minister and 
our Party at the next General Election. Why then have a bunch of MPs in safe seats, 
together with some MEPs, obsessed with their own self-importance and their own 
status, imperilled the futures of their colleagues - and therefore the Government - in 
the more marginal constituencies? And senior ministers - especially in the Cabinet - 
should know better and comport themselves with a bit more discipline and dignity. 
 
UKIP is a party of protest, as its own leader recognises. It mops up voters with local 
grievances - such as the HS2 in Buckinghamshire - or older ones - such as 
immigration, gay marriage, or smoking in pubs. But it is not a party of government. 
"The Conservative Party is a national party or it is nothing." So said Disraeli all those 
years ago, and it is still the case today. To win outright at the next General Election 
requires us to capture the centre ground of politics - how ever you define that on 
different issues - as well as the right. We need also the support of the younger 
generation. Whatever your views may be of "gay marriage", be aware of a very 
recent poll that showed that 85% of voters under the age of 40 support David 
Cameron's policy on this issue. 
 

http://www.sir-robertatkins.org/press-release/EU-Referendum


Jumping in to bed with UKIP would be a disaster of epic proportions and would 
divide the Conservative Party beyond recall. I do not want the oldest democratic party 
in the world to be smashed by a few recalcitrant and disloyal MPs and MEPs. If the 
likes of Nadine Dorries MP and Dan Hannan MEP want to join UKIP or form an 
alliance with them, so be it. But they must cease to be Conservative candidates and 
should be shown the door. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me put it on record here and now. I am a supporter of the Prime Minister 
and his Coalition Government through thick and thin. I want him to win an 
outright victory at the next General Election. I know that he can only do so with 
a party united behind him, not carping on the sidelines. And he can only govern 
the country with a disciplined and coherent Parliamentary Party, not a bunch of 
noisy, squabbling, self-indulgent, media-obsessed MPs fighting only for a 
headline in their local newspaper which shows them to be "independent" and 
critical of their own Government! The old adage is just as true now as it ever was 
- united we stand, divided we fall. 
  
County Council Elections 
 
I managed to visit several local campaigns in Cumbria and Lancashire and, as usual, 
was impressed by the commitment and hard work that our candidates were showing. I 
really enjoy campaigning with you, seeing the different operations and meeting a 
wide variety of people on the doorstep. The results were not good - there is no 
gainsaying that - but I think were not as bad as could have been expected. UKIP won 
not a single seat in the NW and Labour were most upset not to have regained 
Lancashire outright. Our two council groups will now have to play canny so as to 
cause maximum political difficulty to the new controlling majorities, whilst, at the 
same time, fighting to protect constituents' local interests. As always, they will both 
have my support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Cumbria Launch Millom 
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 Rossendale Eric Pickles MP and Eric Ollerenshaw MP 
 
Foreign Ministers 
 
We had two contrasting visitors to a recent Foreign Affairs Committee. The first was 
Mohammed Al Isa, Minister of Justice in Saudi Arabia, and he tried hard to persuade 
members that all was well with women in his country. Across the political spectrum, 
we were conspicuously unimpressed, especially when he stated that "Saudi women do 
not want to drive cars" - despite all the evidence to the contrary - and that they "chose 
to defer to their menfolk" in every particular, even allowing men to allocate their 
doctors and to chaperone them during visits. A serious clash of cultures, I think! 
 
The second was the Australian Foreign Minister, Bob Carr, who told us about the 
various problems of the Pacific Islands around his country and what was being done 
to assist. Impressive, thoughtful and constructive. 
 
European Selection Conference 
 
I enjoyed sitting in the back row, watching erstwhile colleagues and aspirant 
candidates perform. It is only the second time during my political career that I have 
been "examiner" rather than "examinee" and it certainly offers a different perspective 
on the process. You will see the names of the successful on ballot papers in due 
course and make your own choices. But I congratulate all who applied and thank them 
for bothering. 
 
 


