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Christmas

Christmas and the New Year were as exhausting and enjoyable as usual, exacerbated 
by two young grand-daughters, but we had the splendid Christmas present of a new 
grandson, born to daughter Victoria. Thanks to all of you who sent good wishes.

All Change

We have reached half-way in our 5-year term of Parliament and we have had a whole 
series of elections this week - for the Presidency of Parliament down to individual 
committee membership. In recent years, a "tradition" has built up that the leadership 
of the, usually, two largest Parliamentary Groups decide between them who will be 
the two Presidents during the mandate. In other words, a "stitch-up"! The first 2 ½ 
years were taken by Jerzy Busek (former Polish centre-right Prime Minister) to be 
followed by Martin Schultz (leader of the Socialist Group). So British Conservatives 
decided to put up a good candidate and - to their credit - so did the Liberal Group. The 
result was a proper contest and a worried Schultz. Nirj Deva was our man - former 
MP and currently a SE MEP - and a thoroughly good job he made of it too. The 
Liberals nominated Diana Wallis - from Yorkshire - so all the opposition was British. 
The result was a foregone conclusion but it was a contest not a coronation. Schultz got 
385, Deva 142, Wallis 141 - the worst result for a pre-ordained nominee for some 
years. Well done, both of you!

  Nirj Deva MEP         The Result
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Barrow Students

Barrow 6th Form College made its annual pilgrimage to Strasbourg just before 
Christmas and they were, as always, very welcome. There are usually about two 
dozen students and accompanying teachers and it is a real pleasure to discuss 
European issues of the day with them. I just wish that more educational 
establishments would explore such an important subject with their pupils.

AA+

Much sucking of teeth and wry faces amongst French colleagues this week, following 
the downgrading of France's credit-rating from AAA to AA+. President Sarkozy and 
his supporters are clearly shaken by this decision and the additional downgrading of 
the "bailout fund" for Eurozone countries in trouble - such as Greece - has also posed 
some serious and worrying problems. There just does not seem to be anyone in 
charge. Chancellor Merkel issues directives and stubbornly refuses to take any advice 
with which she disagrees and the rest sit on their hands. We may not be in the € -
thankfully - but the consequences of a Greek default or continuing failure to get a grip 
of the crisis will have a very damaging effect on Britain

Scotland

With Burns Night approaching, my Scottish colleague, Struan Stevenson, has been 
confronting the independence issue head on in his patch. He is not a happy man but is 
determined that the issue itself, rather than the means to an end, should be discussed 
fully. For example, the £, the military, the BBC, tax revenues and, above all, the 
Scottish share of the national debt must be examined in detail. The trouble is that 
there are not many Conservative Unionists in Scotland any more and there will have 
to be a cross-party approach. And, of course, the biggest question is an independent 
Scotland's position in the European Union.

Hungary

Hungary is in the EU spotlight all of a sudden because of the sweeping constitutional 
changes being made by the centre-right government of Viktor Orban. His party won 
more than two-thirds of the Parliamentary seats at the last election, thereby enabling 
the Government to overturn parts of the constitution without effective opposition. 

Viktor Orban



Many of these changes are very controversial, especially to the left, and involve for 
example, removing the independence of the Bank of Hungary, relieving certain judges 
of their jobs, closing down some media outlets and so on. The Prime Minister was 
offered the chance to address the European Parliament last week - in itself a measure 
of the seriousness with which Hungary's future is viewed - and he took on his critics 
with gusto. As to the virtues or otherwise of his policies, only time and the Hungarian 
electorate will tell.

Caption

We had a very good response to the annual leaflet Caption Competition with nearly a 
hundred replies. The winner was Mrs. Angela Bradbury of St. Anne's and she receives 
the bottle of European Parliament champagne.

More Kinnocks!

January means a change of EU Presidency and it is now Denmark's turn. More than a 
little disturbing, however, was the presence of the Danish Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Kinnock! This is because Ms. Thorning-Schmidt is married to Neil Kinnock's son and 
the speech was full of the same socialist cliches that her father-in-law used to spout. 
Plus ca change!
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