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The €

Parliament meets again in Strasbourg without any clear idea of what to do about the 
Eurozone and its besetting difficulties. There is a mixture of bewilderment as to the 
causes and fear as to the consequences and the failure amongst MEPs to agree on any 
solutions is typical of Eurozone Governments. I suggested to a German CDU MEP 
that his country should revert to the deutschmark and leave the rest to squabble 
amongst themselves. He was briefly attracted to the idea but then "Merkel-robot" 
switched in and he went on about greater fiscal and political union and the desire for a 
United States of Europe. They just will not learn from history or listen to those with a 
contrary view. At times like this, I am thankful constantly that John Major kept 
Britain out of the Euro.

But be under no illusions, sitting outside the glasshouse throwing stones is wholly 
unproductive. The UK needs a stable and successful Euro almost as much as the 
Eurozone countries. The pre-eminent position of the City of London is under threat 
and our economy, our trade and our financial infrastructure will all be affected 
detrimentally should the € fail.

Travel

The weather has been appalling recently, although we seem to have suffered less than 
the south of England. However, I have had to endure very difficult travelling as all my 
flights, particularly to Strasbourg, necessarily lead southwards. Stories abound from 
colleagues from all over northern Europe of the horrendous delays, diversions and 
queues caused by a combination of the weather, summer holidays and air traffic 
problems. 

       Queues at Security
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And, of course, it adds weight to the Conservative-led campaign to cease the 
expensive and wasteful monthly pilgrimage to Strasbourg and to centralise 
Parliament's work in Brussels.

Leveson

The Leveson Inquiry goes on and on and I have managed to pick up bit and pieces at 
various times. Unsurprisingly, I was fascinated by reports of various media and 
government activities during my time in the House of Commons. As many of you 
realise, I declare my bias in favour of Sir John Major, but he was very good and got 
the tone just right. I wish I could say the same for Gordon Brown!

         

Sir John Major

U.S. Congress

There was a special Foreign Affairs meeting last week at which a number of US 
Congressmen were present. They represented the House Sub-Committee on European 
Affairs but were in Strasbourg primarily to discuss the Middle East in general and 
Syria in particular. There was unanimity on the latter, a firm condemnation of Assad's 
thugs, his murderous massacres and the tacit support of China and Russia. We agreed 
also that military intervention was practically and politically impossible. So what can 
we do? Pressure must be increased upon China and Russia to pull the rug from under 
Assad. Sanctions must be used and made to work. Safe havens should be found to 
assist Syrian refugees. But, above all, every effort must be made to prevent the 
conflict from leaking over Syrian borders into neighbouring countries.

Palestine

It was a different story when the Israel/Palestine issue was raised. All but one of the 
Congressmen - Democrat and Republican - appear to believe that the Israelis can do 
no wrong, that any fault was wholly that of the Palestinians, that they were getting 
only what they deserved, that the (illegal) West Bank settlements were acceptable 
etc., etc., etc. I despair. Here we were in agreement that Russia and China should be 
playing more of an even hand over Syria but that the USA had every right to support 
Israel, right or wrong, and the rest of the world could go hang! Most Europeans 
present were shocked - but wholly unsurprised - by this purblind attitude. And, until it 
changes, there will be no movement toward resolving the problem.



Palestine - again!

I expressed myself forcibly, as I did again later in a lengthy debate on the same 
subject in the Chamber. There was much more realism about the difficulties in 
Palestine and Gaza, across the political divide, and I sought to persuade a receptive 
Foreign Affairs Commissioner, Cathy Ashton, to make progress in four areas. First, to 
press the wealthy Arab States to pay more for Palestinian relief. Second, to encourage 
direct trade with Palestine and Gaza rather than through the restrictive auspices of 
Israel. Third, to get the illegal blockade of Gaza lifted. Fourth, to lobby the US 
Government and Congress to play a more even role in the discussions. We shall see 
what transpires.

Police Commissioners

We are about to start the selection procedures for the candidates for the Police 
Commissioner election in November. This will be a unique process since it has not 
been done before. Should it be a partisan political event or is the possibility of 
"political control" of the police something that the electorate will really want? And, if 
that is the case, how should we react to that in the choice of candidates and the 
campaigns that we fight?

Diamond Jubilee

I hope you appreciated the Queen's Diamond Jubilee as much as we did. Whether 
watching on the television or participating locally, we all played a part in celebrating 
the commitment and duty of our Sovereign and her Consort. As someone on the 
wireless commented: "Everyone woke up on the following Wednesday with a smile 
on their face".

        The celebrations begin in Garstang
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