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Political Physiotherapy

As some of you may know, I had to have some surgery on my back a few weeks ago 
and, after a little recovery period, I was back up and involved. The best physiotherapy 
has been the local election campaign and, as usual, I offered my services to those who 
could use me. There were no elections in Cheshire and only two authorities in 
Cumbria so most of the action was in Lancashire with the 1/3rd out councils. 
Photographs and statistics are available.

   The hills of Rossendale!

Councillors

Undoubtedly it proved to be a difficult time for the Party and we lost many hard-
working and committed councillors. I am always particularly upset for those few 
councillors who fly the flag for Conservatism on "safe" Labour authorities.

Tameside
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Wigan, Oldham and Tameside are but three of the many. I know how much effort 
goes to win that one ward and how difficult it is to win it back again. Your 
contribution is highly valued and the party owes you a deep debt of gratitude. But, in 
the immortal words of Fred Astaire, you must "pick yourself up, dust yourself down 
and start all over again". I will be there to support you whenever I can.

Difficult Decisions

The political climate is not easy at present and it is hardly surprising. No one wants 
austerity, with its threats to jobs, savings, health and education, let alone care for the 
elderly. But we are in this position because of the fiscal follies of the last Labour 
Government and, on the doorstep, that is pretty well understood. What the 
Government has been doing has to be done if the problems are to be resolved but it is 
not easy on Conservative voters.

Disloyalty

I was campaigning in Hazel Grove (Stockport) soon after Nadine Dorries MP felt that 
she had to be critical and, I think, personally offensive about the Prime Minister and 
Chancellor. Ms. Dorries was the PPC in Hazel Grove in 2001 and her remarks were 
not well-received amongst Conservatives in her former constituency. I do wish that 
some MPs would resist the temptation to gain personal publicity by attacking fellow 
Conservatives, especially at election time. Put brain in gear before opening big 
mouth!

     
    
    
    
    Campaigning in Marple (Hazel Grove)

Eurozone and Parliament

Returning to both Brussels and Strasbourg, I have been dismayed - but wholly 
unsurprised - to learn that there have not been any official debates or discussions 
about the Eurozone's problems. Nor are any in prospect. Here we are, faced with one 
of the biggest economic crises for years, and we are arguing about homophobia, the 
size of € coins, women's rights in Turkey and a host of other issues which have 
importance but could be deferred to a later date. The leaderships of the major groups 
simply do not want to discuss the inept and weak handling of the problem, in case the 
boat is rocked. And then they complain that the European Parliament is ignored!



Mayor of Garstang

Dulcie has just completed her second Garstang Town Mayoralty, ten years after the 
first one, and has enjoyed herself immensely. She raised over £3000 for B.L.E.S.M.A. 
(limbless ex-servicemen) and set up the arrangements for the local Jubilee 
celebrations. I am very proud of her.

Garstang's Town Crier proclaims the Jubilee with the Mayor.

Diamond Jubilee

On the subject of the Jubilee, I do hope that you are all involved in some way in your 
own area and that Conservatives throughout the region will be celebrating this unique 
event. Most of us will never see anything like this again, so enjoy it!

"Here's a health to Her Majesty!"
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