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Conference 2012

So the Conference has come and gone again for another year. And very expensive it 
was too in Birmingham! I have been to every Conference since 1967 - bar one when I 
was on a Ministerial visit - and I do wonder what service they provide now other than 
funds for Party coffers.

  Conference Security

They used to be a relatively cheap few days in a seaside resort where Constituency 
representatives - not delegates - had the opportunity to table motions, to address the 
faithful on controversial issues and have a vote. The result was usually ignored, of 
course, but finessed carefully by the Minister or Shadow Spokesman and people went 
back to their constituencies having let off steam and "told them what's what"! A 
chance to gossip, to learn different ideas from other Associations and to rub shoulders 
with Ministers and other bigwigs made for a recharge of the political batteries. Now it 
is all lobbyists, expensive shops and "presentations" by Ministers. Is it any wonder 
that the activists think that no one is listening? Now there are to be fixed-term 
Parliaments, perhaps we should just have one big convention every five years.

Nobel Prize

Much fun and games over the Nobel Peace Prize for the EU, depending on your view 
point. It is perfectly possible to argue the case for the EU in this regard - after all, its 
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"raison d'etre" was to put an end to war in Europe - but the timing leaves a lot to be 
desired. What with the chaos of the Eurozone and the general bureaucratic dithering 
of the whole operation, it might have been more appropriate to use some of Mr. 
Nobel's dynamite - his other creation - to wake them all up!

Obama? Romney?

The US elections are nearly upon us and still nobody has any real idea who will win. 
It is a measure of the chasm that divides the USA right down the middle and the lack 
of "centre ground" between the two parties. Whoever is victorious will seriously upset 
the other supporters in a way almost unknown in recent years and the schismatic 
nature of the House, the Senate and the Presidency does not bode well for the unity of 
purpose so essential in a fractious world.

1 - Seat

The campaign to replace the costly nonsense of two locations for Parliament in 
Brussels and Strasbourg continues apace and is gaining more and more support. A 
large majority of MEPs support a "Single Seat" and even the occasional Member 
State Minister joins in but the real hurdle is the French Government, abetted by 
Germans close to the French border, who will move heaven and earth to prevent it.

Photograph

The President of Parliament decreed this session that there should be a Plenary 
Session photograph and so we were all requested to turn up to the Chamber at an 
appointed hour. A special rotating camera was set up and I only just resisted the 



temptation to run around the back so as to appear at either end. Remember school 
photographs?

School Photo

Budget Control

Both our Parliamentary leaders - David Cameron in Brussels and Richard Ashworth 
MEP here in Strasbourg - have been fighting the battle to curb the ever-expanding EU 
Budget. The Prime Minister is making it crystal clear that enough is enough in these 
straitened times but he can only go so far in resisting an increase. For if the budget is 
delayed or rejected, Member States have to make up the shortfall - and that means, 
ironically, paying even more. Richard Ashworth has led the charge during the Budget 
debates on the floor of the house and in Committee but sadly we cannot find a 
majority for our point of view.

President Rompuy on the EU Budget

PCC Vote

PCC Elections are on November 15th and turnout will be the key to victory. 
Remember - this is not politicising the police but giving the public a voice in the 
policing of their local area. The Chief Constable will still control the operation but 
will now have to listen carefully to elected Commissioners' public concerns. That 
must be good for local people, mustn't it?



Warrington

A splendid dinner in Warrington South last weekend. David Mowat MP and his 
Association pulled out a good crowd and we all enjoyed an excellent dinner - and 
raised some funds for campaigning!

Singing for my supper in Warrington!

Scrooge?

Am I alone in deploring the earlier and earlier start to Christmas each year? Passing 
through Manchester Airport recently - before Hallow'een - the tinsel and baubles were 
up everywhere with exhortations to buy! buy! buy! Surely the situation is getting out 
of hand and we need to rein back a little.
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