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NW Conference

The North West Conservative Conference took place last weekend in Bury and
doubtless some of you were there. William Hague was his brilliant self with a “tour 
d’horizon” on world affairs and your three MEPs justified their existence and took 
questions. All in all, a useful opportunity to exchange gossip and political tactics as 
well as to see some of the new MPs in action.

            NW Conference

MAG

I spent an hour with Charlie Cornish, the new MD of the Manchester Airport Group,  
a few days ago and was impressed with his firm grip on regional aviation affairs. 
Many improvements are being made and more airlines are using the facilities. This 
provides greater choice for travellers and a better standard of comfort and safety. 
Clearly economic difficulties have had some impact on numbers and profits but MAG 
are confident that the future is bright

Liverpool

In company with a Labour MP and Liberal MEP, I spoke at a Foreign Policy Centre 
event in Liverpool’s elegant Town Hall last month. Sadly the attendance was about a 
dozen – hardly surprising at 6pm on a Friday evening! – but the subject, “The Effects 
of the Coalition upon European Policies”, was absorbing. The general conclusion was 
broadly positive and there was surprisingly little partisan dissension.
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   On the panel at Liverpool

Whisky

As a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, I rarely get lobbied by anyone other 
than foreign delegations. So it was with some pleasure that I heard from Diageo – the 
huge drinks conglomerate – about the problems they are experiencing with possible 
new labelling requirements. I think we all appreciate the need for clearer and 
informative food labelling – particularly for those with reactive illnesses – but how do 
you explain the exact contents and proportions of a bottle of wine or whisky? They 
have a fair point and, along with colleagues, I promised to explore and, if necessary, 
vote against an unnecessary requirement.

Silloth

I went to a splendid Ladies’ lunch in Silloth recently, right up on the Solway Firth. It 
was a lovely early Spring day and I addressed a substantial audience of 60+ under the 
leadership of Judith Pattinson. A long way from Westminster and all the better for it!

Silloth

Strasbourg

British Conservatives have really upset the apple cart in a vote on the regular and 
costly trek to Strasbourg each month. We tabled an amendment to restrict the days we 
came to France for next year’s Parliamentary calendar and obtained a majority in 
favour of over 100! This now becomes EP policy but the French Government refuse 
to accept it and intend to challenge its validity in the European Court of Justice. What 
an expensive and unnecessary farce!

Middle East

I had lunch with the Saudi Arabian Ambassador to the EU last week and was able to 
discuss with him current events in the Middle East and North Africa. I pressed him on 



his country’s lack of support for the UN coalition against Libya, given the large 
number of Tornado aircraft in their Air force, compared to their involvement in 
Bahrain. He said they were different issues, in that Bahrain had asked for Saudi 
support whereas Libya had not.  Diplomatic slight of hand, I think! Generally, 
however, he was supportive of the coalition but, like many, wanted to know what 
happens next?

Special Visitors

We were delighted to welcome both the Prime Minister and the Party Chairman to 
Brussels recently. The PM was en route to an EU Council meeting later in the day and 
took time out to talk to Tory MEPs about a number of subjects. It is just a pity that 
this was the first visit from a Tory Prime Minister since 1990! David Cameron was 
preceded by Lady Warsi, our Party Co-Chairman, who explained how the 
Conservative Party works and who does what at present. I think I could have told her!

       

      PM and Co-Chairman

Fair Trade

Garstang is the first Fair Trade town in the UK – for what that is worth – and 
accordingly held an event to focus attention on this important trade objective last 
month. Dulcie (as the local Councillor) and I were present and did our bit in 
encouraging the process. My colleagues on the EP Trade Committee are very 
supportive of this policy, as the more we get to help the small producers in third world 
countries the better it is for all concerned.

     
    Signing up for Fair Trade



Local Elections

Whilst on the subject of Garstang, I have been canvassing for Dulcie and her co-
councillors in the ward and have been pleasantly surprised by the positive reaction on 
the doorstep. There are worries, of course, in a difficult economic climate but the 
public do seem to understand what is really going on.

      Eden Campaign Launch

I launched the Tory campaign in Penrith for Eden District Council last month, in 
company with council Leader Gordon Nicholson and Rory Stewart MP, and they are 
very bullish about their prospects. I shall be out and about on my travels shortly and 
hope to see some of you during the campaign. I wish you all every success.
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