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Holidays

The recess is over and we are all back to work with a vengeance. I hope you enjoyed a 
good summer break and that you are refreshed and ready for the political fray again.

As you probably know by now, Dulcie is in her second stint as Mayor of Garstang, so 
our August has been a bit busier than usual. The weather was frightful and the diary 
congested so we only managed a week away in the Scillies but that was a treat.

Iceland

As soon as I returned to Parliament, I was off on a Foreign Affairs Committee 
Delegation to Iceland. I am the spokesman for our Group on this Applicant Country 
and, since I had never been there, it was thought necessary for me to visit! It is a truly 
fascinating place and my vague ideas of an icebound, sparsely-vegetated, rocky 
volcano were dispelled very quickly. As one of my hosts said "Iceland should be 
Greenland and Greenland Iceland".

The Althingi - the world's oldest Parliament             Geothermal Energy Plant

Of course, the country was formed from volcanoes and there are still 400 earthquakes 
every day, but all very slight. Residents pay a mere administrative cost for their 
heating, lighting, water and sewerage, as these services are all provided by geothermal 
energy. There are no water treatment plants because it is so pure and there are 
numerous glasshouses - heated at no cost - which provide all the fruit and vegetables 
the Icelanders could ever need - even bananas and pineapples! And as for fish - as 
much and as many varieties as you could imagine. Conversely, petrol and oil are very 

mailto:ratsmep@sir-robertatkins.org
http://www.sir-robertatkins.org


expensive, as are many consumer goods, and since depreciation of the Icelandic 
Krona following the economic and banking disasters, have become even more so.

    The first Althingi                     With the Leader of Iceland's Conservative Party

Iceland really is the cradle of Parliamentary democracy as the original Althingi was 
established in 950AD, making it the oldest surviving Parliament in the world. And its
ancient location is precisely on the juncture of the Eurasian and North American 
tectonic plates with the fissure clearly visible.

My two Parliamentary colleagues and I were there to discuss with Icelandic Ministers 
and MPs their application to join the EU. We met the Deputy Prime Minister, the 
Minister for Trade & Tourism and the Fisheries Minister. Of the various "chapters" 
that have to be agreed, Iceland will achieve all but three without difficulty. Those 
three are Fishing, Agriculture and Monetary Union with the first the most 
controversial. The five main political Party leaders told us their views, namely that 
four of them are wholly opposed to joining but the largest - and Governing - party is 
in favour, the Social Democrats. Public opinion has predominantly been opposed, 
with percentages being as high as 75% but the argument is more easily divided at 
present with the euro-sceptics now down to 50%. It all depends on the deal that is 
done between the respective negotiators and a referendum will not happen for at least 
a year. Strangely, given the economic problems of the eurozone, there is much more 
support for joining the Euro rather than the EU itself. However, that is not allowed 
under present EU rules.

Euro-Spectrum

One could hardly fail to notice that our Party is becoming increasingly hostile to the 
EU, with numerous right-wing MPs and other luminaries setting up groups to 
campaign for withdrawal. When I was first elected as an MP in 1979, it was the so-
called (very) right-wingers who were strongly in favour of the EEC (as it was then). 
People like John Biggs-Davison (Chairman of the Monday Club), Julian Amery (my 
predecessor in Preston North) and young Winston Churchill, to name but three. Now 
you are classed as a left-wing Tory if you wish to remain within the EU. I have never 
been very right or very left wing so where does that leave me? I still think that a 
majority would vote to stay in, albeit with changes to our relationship and some 
powers repatriated. Even the euro-sceptic Icelanders observed to me: "As members of 
the European Economic Area like Norway, we have to follow all the EU Directives, 
but we have absolutely no say over how the legislation is produced". And that is 
where we would find ourselves in the event of withdrawal.



Parliamentary Boundaries

The recent publication of the proposed new Parliamentary Boundaries could set the 
cat amongst the pigeons unless we are very careful and considered in the way we 
react. I went through a difficult process in 1983 when I was one of only five MPs 
whose seat was wholly dismantled, so I understand the pitfalls and elephant traps. The 
Party hierarchy can only do so much because Associations select candidates and 
resent interference or "guidance". There are bound to be tensions and arguments, not 
only about re-selections but also internal finances and officers. But if we behave 
sensibly and avoid contentious media outbursts, it can be done. I stand ready to assist 
any Association if I can be of use.

Middle East

Israel seems to be losing many of its friends in the Middle East and this is dangerous 
for all concerned. The downfall of the dictator Mubarak in Egypt removed one ally 
and the close relationship with Turkey was fractured due to the intransigence of Israel 
over Gaza. When will Netanyahu and his extremist Foreign Minister realise that it is 
their actions that are provoking the backlash?

  Meeting Palestine's Prime Minister last year

I hope to be visiting Palestine later this year but I begin to despair of any real change. 
Perhaps the attempt by Palestine to seek "nationhood" recognition at the United 
Nations this Autumn may chivvy the process along, but I am not hopeful.

I have co-sponsored a Declaration in the Parliament calling upon EU Member 
Governments to vote in favour of Palestinian Nationhood when the matter is debated 
in the United Nations. It has already achieved 120 signatures.

Lancashire the County Champions

I cannot let this newsletter go by without recording my delight - and, I am sure, that of 
many others - at Lancashire becoming the outright Champions of County Cricket for 
the first time since 1934. Congratulations to all concerned!
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