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Fin de Siecle

As we approach the European Elections in June, the business in Parliament becomes 
less substantive and more partisan. The mood is increasingly fractious and parties are 
constantly trying to score points. It is all inevitable. But one other dimension has 
made itself apparent recently in that the whole structure of the political groupings is 
likely to change. It is not just David Cameron who has announced his Party's 
withdrawal from an existing Group. Fianna Foyle (Ireland) is to join the Liberals and 
Alleanza Nazionale (Italy) the EPP. The ODS (Czech Republic), British 
Conservatives and others as yet undetermined will be the basis of a completely new 
grouping and the whole balance of power in Parliament could change radically. This 
affects the nomination and election to positions such as the President of the 
Commission and the President of the Parliament, both presently in the hands of the 
centre-right, since the very first task of the new Parliament is to elect these people. 
The important rule, however, is that the largest Group nominates and controls. Almost 
certainly, as it stands at present, the fracture of the centre-right group will mean 
Socialists - or, at least, non-Conservatives - being elected.

Nuclear Matters

I paid my annual visit to Sellafield last week and noticed substantial changes. Firstly, 
ownership of the site is now heading for private hands, consisting of a 3-company 
partnership. Plans are afoot for new technology, new developments and major 
physical re-structuring. But most of the 11,000 direct jobs - and therefore many more 
in the contractual supply chain - are secure. That is a great improvement since my last 
visit when everyone was fearful for their futures. This is an operation of which we can 
be justly proud in the North West and I will convey the message to David Cameron 
that there is much here in Cumbria to applaud and support.



Spanish Practices

A big issue that divided the Petitions Committee last month was that of the so-called 
"Spanish Land-Grab". This is tabloid shorthand for the many planning, expropriation, 
financial and sometimes corrupt decisions of Spanish local authorities towards 
expatriate residents. British petitioners have waged a major campaign against this 
behaviour via the media and my Committee but they are joined by many other 
nationalities, including Germans, Irish, Austrians, Dutch and even Spaniards. It is a 
real scandal but we are largely powerless to intervene unless EU Directives are being 
broken, which in some cases they are. Imagine "foreigners" living in Blackpool 
demanding that the European Parliament prevent the town's Council from 
implementing local byelaws - however unpopular - passed by clear political 
majorities. Either we believe in "subsidiarity" (as little interference as possible from 
Brussels) or we don't!

Sport and Terrorism

The appalling news from Pakistan about the Sri Lanka cricket team has resonated 
around more people than those who follow the great game. Despite recent suggestions 
that it was really invented in Belgium, there is not a great following on the Continent!
But the soft target that is international sport has created implications which scare the 
living daylights out of otherwise well-balanced people. I do not think that we should 
over-react - that is just what the terrorists want. A cautious assessment of the real 
threat, a quiet but effective improvement in security and carry on as before - that is 
my judgement. And whilst Pakistan is off the list of preferred venues until her weak 
and indecisive Government gets a grip, cricket should get back there as soon as 
possible. Terrorism must not win!

The New Team

Almost all the Conservative candidates for the June Elections came to Brussels last 
month to be briefed on current issues and policies. They are a mixed bunch - in the 
best sense of the word! - and, of course, with a substantial proportion of women likely 
to be elected (9 at the last count). This will revolutionize the Conservative Delegation 
and provide some very bright and able new MEPs to replace the ten experienced 
Members who are retiring.

Visitors (1)

A fascinating visitor came to Strasbourg last month in the person of President Abbas 
from Palestine. He was received warmly and made a moving speech in which he spelt 
out the tragedies of Gaza and the urgent need for support to the dispossessed, the sick, 
the hungry and, above all, the children. This is an appalling state of affairs.



Visitors (2)

Then the President of the Czech Republic exercised his right as the leader of the 
country holding the EU Presidency to speak to Parliament. He is an arch-Eurosceptic 
and in serious disagreement with his own centre-right Prime Minister on most issues. 
He really upset the Europhile applecart by challenging almost every cardinal belief on 
which the "great project" is founded.

I do not agree with him on everything but he did make a very substantial point about 
the need for policies to be challenged all the time and for fashionable nostrums to be 
thrown out when, demonstrably, they are not working. Many on the left got up and 
walked out of the chamber at this stage, thereby proving that what Vaclav Klaus had 
said was true - that they simply cannot take legitimate criticism.

AGM Season

This is Association AGM time and I have been getting round the region to be present 
at some of the meetings. Wirral West, Penrith, Chester, Central Lakes (Westmorland), 
Fylde and Morecambe have all featured on my recent agenda and it appears that 
everyone is in good heart and raring to go for any election! Although I am privileged 
to be President of my own Association, it is fun to see how other constituencies 
operate and to give some encouragement to further efforts. And the message to try for 
at least four MEPs in June goes down very well.

Chester Central Lakes Wirral West

Penrith and the Border Morecambe and Lunesdale



By-Election

I spent an afternoon in St. Helens last week, at the Rainhill By-Election, where a hard-
bitten and committed team were trying to take another seat.

This is an area where Labour has predominated for years but are now in such a 
shambles that a Liberal/Conservative administration is running the show. What a great 
achievement for St. Helens Tories!

Smoking

Some rather intense young people visited Brussels last month to lobby against 
smoking, particularly in magazines, films and on the stage. As a Sherlock Holmes 
devotee, I am not entirely with them, since the Great Detective could not have 
functioned without his pipe, but their overall objective is laudable and I was very 
impressed with their commitment and enthusiasm.
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