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Floods

I spent an interesting day in Cumbria last week, specifically in Cockermouth, looking 
at the flood damage. I met Cumbria CC Leader, Jim Buchanan, local C/Cllr. Alan 
Kennon and Judith Pattinson, PPC for Workington, at Cockermouth Cricket Club and 
talked to Vice-Chairman, George Todhunter, about the problems facing them. Like 
everyone else, the ground was inundated with a surge of filthy water, which wrecked 
the nets, damaged the pavilion and left behind a covering of large and small stones all 
over the grass. The larger ones have been removed but the smaller gravel and grit will 
necessitate the removal of the entire top covering of earth and grass. This is a huge 
and costly undertaking for which the club has little financial cover. The members are 
doing what they can to raise money and I am in the process of finding other ways to 
assist them. If the job is not done soon, there will be no cricket this summer, which 
would be disastrous for all, but especially the 140+ young players who are the future 
of the club.

                  Main Street                                  Cockermouth CC    Wordsworth's House

                                   

We then progressed through the town up Main Street, passing Wordsworth's house, 
which had been restored just before the flood. I had the opportunity to inspect some of 
the shops and business premises and to talk to the owners. The damage had been 
extensive and the whole street is closed to routine traffic so as to facilitate contractors 
and their repairs. The Town and Borough Councils are very keen to restore the 
original frontages as far as possible and to recreate the old market town in its former 



image. Tourism and passing visitors are the key to future prosperity. All those to 
whom I spoke were reasonably complimentary about insurance companies and local
authority assistance but, of course, were fulsome in their praise for the emergency 
services and the general help from other local residents. There was some criticism of 
unnecessary bridge closures at both ends of the town which cause great inconvenience 
and difficult access and diversions but, since only one footbridge was seriously 
damaged, hopes are high for re-openings in a month or so.

    Judith Pattinson and Alan Kennon                                            Childrens' good luck cards 

Businesses have suffered financial setbacks of a high order and it was good to see that 
a local auctioneer, Mitchells, has made available a large empty property in their 
possession where Main Street shops are able to locate temporarily at a very low rent 
and to continue to be in business.

All in all, the crisis has brought out the best in people and those that I met are 
determined to get everything up and running as soon as possible and to make the town 
and its environs better that before. All credit to them.

      Local Shopkeeper        Water Damage

Of course, other parts of Cumbria suffered as well - notably Workington and parts of 
Keswick and Ulverston, let alone some rural areas adjacent to rivers. They also
deserve our support and encouragement and whatever resources can be made 
available from Government, backed up by EU funds, should - and must - be used in 
full. It is not just businesses and farms who have endured the misery and discomfort 
of water damage but ordinary people in their homes. They must not be forgotten.



Scottish Capers

I went to a couple of Burns' Night suppers last month, as far apart as Poulton-le-Fylde 
and Brussels. I haven't a drop of Scottish blood in me (as far as I know) but Dulcie 
does and the evenings were very enjoyable - a lot of whisky, haggis and "ethnic" 
orations. Robert Burns was a truly remarkable man and it is a great tribute to him and 
to his works that people all over the world still celebrate his birth - even Sassenachs!

Airport Security

I travelled to Strasbourg via a different route which passed through Schipol Airport in 
Amsterdam. I noticed that every passenger was being asked to use a body-scanner 
such as that being trialled at Manchester Airport. It is a slightly longer process with 
consequent queues but I asked some passengers what they thought of it and all 
preferred the machine to a personal body search.

US Ambassador

The new US Ambassador to the EU came to a meeting of the EP/USA Delegation 
recently and made an excellent impression. I am slightly puzzled that President 
Obama has been in office for over a year but the Ambassador, William Rennard, has 
only just been appointed. The patronage system that operates in the States, I suppose! 
I asked him about the apparent divergence of view between Obama and Hilary 
Clinton on Middle East problems and he undertook to "take the message back".

US Ambassador

Barrow-in-Furness

I went to support John Gough, our Barrow PPC, last Friday and it was heartening to 
hear of the political activity going on in a determined effort to win the seat when the 
election comes. Defence is the big issue, of course, with many jobs dependent on the 
BAe shipyard and I intend to visit that before May, if I can.

      With John Gough



European Commission

We voted this week on the new EU Commission and it was a real difficulty to decide 
what to do. Despite our regular protestations, it is not possible to vote on individual 
candidates but only the College of Commissioners as a whole. That would then be 
relatively easy. If we voted against, then it prejudices our ability - and that of an 
incoming Conservative Government - to work with the EC over the next four years. If 
we voted for, then it implies acceptance of both the College and the Lisbon Treaty. 
Abstention is the only way out and sadly, that is what we did in the end.
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