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Palestine

Following our visit to Palestine before Christmas, the EP Delegation have had a series 
of follow-up discussions with various people and organisations. The most interesting 
was with the Parliamentary Leader of Fatah, Azzam al-Ahmad, who came to Brussels 
recently to lobby Commissioners. He told us that the activities of the Occupying 
Power, Israel, were getting worse and that two particular Palestinian sites, in Old 
Jerusalem and at the Al-Ibrahim Mosque, were threatened with forcible takeover and 
development by Israeli Authorities. No one appears either willing or able to stop these 
illegal activities and it is no wonder that some Palestinians are losing patience and 
turning to violent means.

           Azzam Al-Ahmad

Goldstone Report

We had a Parliamentary debate on the United Nations' Goldstone Report (about the 
Israel/Gaza war last year) and I spoke in support of its recommendations. This is a 
somewhat controversial summary of events at that time, largely because of the 
instigators of the investigation within the UN, whose own records on human rights 
leave a lot to be desired. But the membership of the team and the substance is 
unrelated to them and records in some detail the actions of both sides. Goldstone is a 
well-respected South African (Jewish) judge - with much already to his credit on the 
human rights front - and he picks out the illegal use of white phosphorous by Israeli 
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forces, which previously they had denied, as well as other potential war crimes. 
Hamas is also criticised for its provocative use of rockets into Israel. But the essence 
is of a disproportionate over-reaction by Israeli forces. I voted to support Goldstone's 
recommendations.

Ken Clarke et al

Ken Clarke and his Shadow Business team visited Brussels last week, largely at my 
behest as the "One Party" link between MEPs and the Shadow Cabinet. Ridiculous 
stories appeared in the media, implying that he had been sent to assuage the pro-
Europeans in Parliament and the Commission, all of which is wholly untrue. The MPs 
came to exchange ideas with Tory Spokesmen in the EP, to be briefed by Commission 
officials and to re-establish close links within the Party.

Sellafield Myths

I was invited to participate in a Conference on Sellafield recently in Brussels, run 
jointly by Sellafield Ltd and a Norwegian group who are fearful of the "dangers" of 
the nuclear installation. I spoke of the importance of the site to West Cumbria, the 
direct and indirect jobs dependant upon it, the large contribution made to the local 
supply chain and, above all, about the safety precautions. Whilst not being of a 
technical bent, I am the last Minister to give the go-ahead for a nuclear power station 
(Sizewell 'B' in 1995) and did so because I was then - and am still - wholly convinced 
of the detailed safety and security policy that surrounds these sites. After all, 12000 of 
my constituents would not work there if they felt that they and their families were in 
real danger.

        

        Sellafield Conference

Spanish Mal-Practices

Every British MEP receives constant representations about the problems facing 
expatriate homeowners in Spain and many of you will recall that I led the charge in 
the last Parliament in support of the residents against Spanish local and national 
government. The issue has not gone away - indeed has probably got worse - but we 
are powerless to do much about it. Just as we would protest if a Spaniard living in 
Blackpool tried to get Spanish MEPs to interfere with that Council's planning 



decisions, so we are judged in the same light. Where EU law is being broken, we can 
demand that the Commission act. But otherwise, we can only publicise the disgraceful 
actions of certain Spanish local authorities and demand that the Spanish Government 
recognise the blatant unfairness of it all and do something about it! I was able to 
question the Spanish Minister representing the EU Presidency during Question Time 
and he appeared a little taken aback by the vehemence of my intervention. Will he do 
anything? On past experience, I doubt it. And now UKIP have jumped on the 
bandwagon, claiming that they will solve the problems. They cannot and they are 
misleading people by implying an easy or early resolution of the expropriation 
scandal.

Sport

Sadly, in my opinion, the EU now has a measure of "competence" for sport under the 
Lisbon Treaty. That gives it the right to intervene in another area which is pretty well-
regulated already, especially in the UK. Given that the likes of the MCC, RFU, 
BBBC, All-England Club, FA etc. invented and codified most of the sports played 
throughout the world, I see no good reason for more interference. However, it is a 
"fait accomplit" and we must live with it. So various MEPs - including me - have set 
up an All-Party Sports Group to keep a weather eye on the activities of the "Sports 
Unit" (!) at the Commission and will seek to reign them in if they go too far.

Around the Constituency

A number of constituency visits to report over the last month. I went canvassing in 
South Ribble on a Saturday morning and was confirmed in my judgement that 
Lorraine Fullbrook and her team are mounting a hugely competent and well-organised 
campaign to win back my old seat. Then to Sefton Central, a marginal we must take, 
to speak to the Patrons Club. Debi Jones and her Association are working hard and 
effectively there and I have every confidence of deserved victory. Two marginal seats 
with two excellent PPCs who will be two excellent MPs.

Debi Jones & Cllr Paula Parry Dulcie on her feet

Dulcie and I spent most of last Friday in Tatton with the Ladies AGM and Spring 
lunch. We both spoke, Dulcie to the AGM and I to the lunch, and a thoroughly 
enjoyable day was had by all. The Tatton Association is an example to us all, in that 
the funds they raise for the marginal seats and the support they give in manpower and 



technical advice will be one of the reasons why we will do well in Cheshire. Especial 
thanks to Tatton's Agent, Hayley Wells-Bradshaw, for her exceptional organisational 
powers. But then, she was trained in South Ribble!

Finally, I chaired the AGM of my local Association in Wyre & Preston North, where 
all the officers will remain until after the General Election. We heard a thoughtful and 
powerful speech from Ben Wallace MP and have high hopes for him in a forthcoming 
Conservative Administration.

General Election

This may be the last newsletter from me before the General Election as, like many of 
you, I shall be on the campaign trail. If so, the best of luck to everyone involved and 
go out there to win!
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